
1 

        
 

 

Volume – 25   Number – 5   December 2018 to February 2019 Edition  

 

 

 

Since its opening in 1906, Sydney’s new Central Station has grown to be the largest station 
in New South Wales and is a major transport hub for commuters who travel to and from it. In 
addition to trains, it is an interchange for people using the bus, coach and tram networks. 
Intercity passenger services to all mainland state capital cities, together with many heritage 
train services, depart from Central Station. The current station at Central is the third one built 
since the first rail journey (22 km / 50 minutes) to Parramatta Junction on 26 September 
1855. On that day passengers paid a fare of: four shillings for first class; three shillings for 
second class and two shillings for third class. A total of six trains carried 3554 passengers. 
 

The first train leaving from the new Central Station on 4 August 1906. 

Image – New South Wales Government Record Archives 
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OFFICE BEARERS 

 

 
President:   Daniel Cronin  
 
Secretary:   David Patrick 
 
Treasurer:   Geoff Crow 
 
Membership Officer:  David Patrick 
 
Electrical Engineer:  Phil Green 
 
Way & Works Engineer: Ben Smith 
 
Mechanical Engineer:  Geoff Crow 
 
Development Engineer: Peter Riggall 
 
Club Rooms:   Old Parcels Office 
    Auburn Railway Station 
    Victoria Road Auburn 
 
Telephone:   0419 414 309 Friday evenings 
 
Web Address:   www.mmrs.org.au 
 
Web Master:   Mark Johnson 
 
Call Board Production: John Ford   
  
Meetings: Friday evenings at 7:30 pm  
                                               Committee Meetings 2nd Tuesday of the month 
    (Refer to our website for our calendar of events) 
 

Index 
    
Page: 3   What’s Happening    
 
Page: 5   Feature Article: History of Sydney’s Central Station 
 
Page: 10   Calendars for December 2018 to February 2019   
 
You can promote your interests in our Callboard Newsletter. Choose a topic and tell a story. Base a 
feature article on the history of your models, era or country. Develop a technical article around a skill 
or activity. The more you share the more we learn as a group of likeminded individuals. Your interests 
and topics may be well suited to our monthly knowledge sharing nights. The presentation is straight 
forward; Arial font 11; jpeg images under 500 KB, descriptions font 10 or 9; and endeavour to fill all 
pages. The Central Station presentation in this newsletter could be used as an example. The 
Callboard is distributed quarterly, in the last week of November, February, May and August. Please 
proof read prior to sending to johnford@optusnet.com.au to be received 4 weeks prior to distribution.   

  

 

http://www.mmrs.org.au/
mailto:johnford@optusnet.com.au
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FROM THE SECRETARY 
 
Members 
 
Greg McIntosh was advanced to Full Membership in September. 
 
We welcomed Philip Miller as a provisional member in October.  Would you please make 
Philip welcome as we go through the process to grant him full membership. 
 
Congratulations to member Robyn Ford on the birth of Walker Charles on 7th November.  
Congratulations also to new grandparents John and Thelma.  It’s not often that one of our 
members has a baby, so a happy time all round! 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
The AGM was held in our clubrooms on Friday 19th October.  The president, Dan Cronin 
chaired the meeting which was attended by 14 members. 
 
Dan spoke of the need to ensure that new members are given the opportunity to learn how to 
operate each station.  This will increase their confidence, and reduce mistakes which lead to 
problems in running trains.  
 
Peter gave his first report as Development Engineer.  The main task at present is to get the 
Naradhan layout into a stable state, and investigate automated operation.  Software is being 
created to assist in preparing timetables.  A prototype is being prepared, and then members 
will be asked to provide suggestions for what we could include in the timetable. 
 
Ben presented the first scenery proposal for redevelopment of the layout.  It covers the Bank 
Box Loop and Bryansford areas of the layout.  The first work night to begin work on this is 
expected to be held in November. 
 
The treasurer reported that we had a surplus for the year. 
 
Cleaning the club rooms –new rules will be introduced and will be incorporated into the club’s 
Welcome Book in an effort to increase the cleanliness and safety of the clubrooms, and its 
presentation to visitors. 
 
Life Member Warwick Brisbane has given notice that he will resign from the committee at the 
AGM, after joining as Mechanical Engineer in 2004.  Thanks to Warwick for his service, and 
his expert knowledge of things mechanical! 
 
Elections were held for the positions of President, two committee members and a committee 
member to fill a casual vacancy caused by Warwick’s retirement.  The committee for this 
year is: 
 

President – Daniel Cronin 
Secretary – David Patrick 
Treasurer – Geoff Crow 
Mechanical Engineer – Geoff Crow 

Electrical Engineer – Phil Green 
Way & Works Engineer – Ben Smith 
Webmaster – Mark Johnson 
Development Engineer – Peter Riggall. 

 
The meeting concluded in the usual manner with the serving of supper. 
 

 
WHAT’S HAPPENING 
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End of year dinner 
 
Our end of year dinner will be held at the Tower Hotel on Friday 7 December.  Please let me 
know urgently if you wish to attend. 
 
End of year breakup 
 
Our end of year breakup will be on 21 December with the theme of red and green locos, and 
Geoff has organized a Christmas train.  Flashing seasonal lights should also be on the 
programme!  Please bring something for supper. 
 
Programme for December and January 
 
We will break up for the holiday season on 21st December, and resume on 18th January.  
Theme nights will be on hold until February.  Work nights will be held on the third Friday next 
year to progress the rejuvenation of the layout, so your help is needed to get the works done 
as quickly as we can. 
 
Best wishes to you all and your families for Christmas and Hanukkah, and a happy New 
Year. 
 
 
 
David Patrick, 
Secretary 
 
 

 
 
The NSW Rail Museum has just returned 3265, the last low framed 32 class loco, to service after an 
overhaul which included new tyres and general work on the running gear.  Here it is seen at Paterson 
running around its train on 18 April 2010 at the Maitland Steamfest.  It is in the red livery worn for 
Newcastle Express services in the 1930’s. 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 
 

 

HISTORY OF SYDNEY’S CENTRAL STATION 
 
The opening of the Sydney and Parramatta Railway was at 11:00 am on 26 September 
1855. The Sydney terminal station was built in 1855 on the site of the “Cleveland Paddock”, 
situated between Devonshire and Cleveland Streets. The station was commonly referred to 
as Redfern Station as it was located close to Redfern. The day was generally observed as a 
holiday with all public offices, banks and most shops being closed. The flag-staff of the ships 
in the harbour were dressed with bunting and flags. His Excellency Sir William Denison, 
Governor of New South Wales, presided at the opening. 
 

 
 
Sydney, as it was in 1849, prior to construction of the major railway terminus. The map shows the 
proposed grounds (part of the present Central Railway) in green, with the grounds remaining in the 
possession of the Crown in yellow. (North is to the left of the map) 

  
The first Sydney Terminal Station (1) building consisted of a 30 metre long wooden platform 
in a corrugated iron shed. In 1856 additional railway sheds and yards were added to the site 
but by the early 1870s the station was unable to meet the demands of the rapidly growing 
railway network in Sydney. 
 
The second terminal station (2) was designed by the Railways Chief Engineer Mr John 
Whitton. It opened in 1874 on the same site as the first station and continued to be known as 
Redfern. In fact, the first and second station terminals were never located in Redfern. They 
were situated north of Cleveland Street which also coincided with Redfern’s northern 
Boundary. The present Redfern station was called Eveleigh at the time. 
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Whitton described it as a “through station” to allow for future expansion of the railways. While 
the brick and stone building was impressive when first built, by the 1880s platforms (13 in 
total) had spread to the forecourt area. In 1899 there were 25 million passenger visits to the 
terminal station and the site became too restrictive and congested for any more 
development. 
 

 
 
Second Sydney Terminal Station in 1875. It was considered ugly in appearance due to the numerous 
different construction periods presented and the use of various cheap materials. 

The plan to shift the third (3) Sydney terminal station to the north side of Devonshire Street 
was proposed by the Minister of Public Works, Mr Edward William Sullivan. Mr Walter Liberty 
Vernon, Government Architect, designed a 15-platform steel frame and concrete station. 
Parliament approved the Act for the construction on 11 December 1900 at an estimated cost 
of £561,000. The design of the station included a large arched roof to cover the main 
concourse area, with covered platforms and pedestrian access through subways between 
George Street West and Strawberry Hills (unofficial urban locality east of Central Station). 
The sandstone used in the construction came from the Pyrmont Quarry, the decorative 
marble from Borenore near Orange and the ticket office was made from Tasmanian 
Blackwood.  
 

 
 
Plan showing the proposed extension onto the cemetery land, with the old location of Devonshire 
Street and the branch line going off towards Darling Harbour. As the map and plan have opposite 
orientations, “church” reference points A and B should provide some clarity. 



7 

Before construction, the site was cleared of the existing rail sheds and yards and property 
was resumed from the Benevolent Asylum, Devonshire Street Cemetery, Christ Church 
Parsonage, Police Barracks, Sydney Female Refuge, Convent of the Good Samaritan and 
the South Sydney Morgue. At the Cemetery, £27,890 was spent on relocating the remains 
and headstones to a new cemetery site at Botany and around Sydney. 
 
The new 15-platform station was opened on 4 August 1906. The last train departed platform 
5 of the old Sydney Station at midnight. During the remainder of that night the passenger 
concourse was demolished, and the line extended through the old station into the new 
station. The Western Mail train arrived in Sydney at 5:50 am on 5 August 1906 and went 
straight into the new station. Devonshire Street, which separated the two stations, became a 
pedestrian underpass and is now commonly known as the Devonshire Street tunnel.    
 

 
 

Image of the first railway track connecting the old and new stations in 1906. 
Note the second Sydney railway station in the background. 

 

 
 

Construction work on new Central Railway Station Circ. 1905. 
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The famous clock tower construction started in 1915 and was opened on 3 March 1921. The 
clock was designed by Richard Lamb and Alfred Fairfax. The tower has a height of 85.6 
metres (281 feet). 
 
 
1855: (Sep) First Sydney Station opened south of Devonshire Street. 
 
1871: Construction on second Sydney 
Station begins. 
 
1874: Second Sydney station opened. 
 
1890: Royal Commission appointed to 
inquire into proposed extension of the 
railway into the city. 
 
1896-97: Royal Commission on City 
Railway Extension. 
 
1900 (11 Dec): City Railway Extension Act, 
1900. 
 
1902 (30 April): Foundation stone for 
Central Station laid by Minister O’Sullivan in 
heavy rain. 
 
1903 (26 Sep): Second foundation stone 
laid at base of clock tower by Premier John 
See. 
 
1906 (4 Aug): Premier Carruthers turned 
gold key in booking office and officially 
opened Central Station; first official train left 
from platform 12 on a special run to 
Parramatta. 
  
1906 (5 Aug): First train service, the 
Western Mail Train, ran through Central at 
5:50 am. 
 
1909: Royal Commissioners for the 
improvement of the City of Sydney and its 
Suburbs recommended construction of 
electric rail. 
 
1914: Platforms 16-19 added. 
 
1915: Work begins on two additional floors 
to house offices and clock tower; not 
completed until 1921 due to World War 1 
restrictions.                                                                  Sydney Station Clock Hands 1919. 
 
1921 (3 Mar): Clocktower came into use at 10:22 am, 
 

“There is much more to this story of significant growth 

in the transport hub of Sydney for inquisitive minds”. 
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Sydney Central Station 2018. 

 
Trivia 
 
The “Battle of Central Station” in 1916. A riot broke out between soldiers from an army training camp 
in Liverpool and the Military Police. Many of these soldiers had volunteered to fight in WW1 and had 
rebelled against the training camp conditions. Up to 15,000 troops were reportedly involved. After 
commandeering trains to the city, they were met by the Military Police at Central Station. Gunfire 
ensued with one of the rioters being killed. You can still find a bullet hole from the riot at the entrance 
to platform 1. 
    
Central Station’s mysterious underground world. Most think the 
farthest you can go at the station is to platforms 24 and 25, deep 
in the bowels of the historic building. But no!. Sitting between 
those underground platforms and the Central Station concourse, 
are the mysterious disused platforms 26 and 27. Located at the 
site of the old Devonshire Street Cemetery, they were built in the 
1970s to service Illawarra and Bondi but were never needed. The 
tunnels only extend a few metres at either end. Sights include the 
station master’s office, complete with fireplace and federation 
doors. If you listen hard enough, it is said you can hear the 
ghostly sounds of children playing. 
 
Hidden within the service tunnels beneath Sydney’s Central 
Station is a secured room containing a collection of more than 
400 heritage clocks and watches. The curator of these time 
pieces is veteran clock conservator Mr Doug Minty. Encased in 
polished wooden bodies, the clock hands and pendulums might 
be still, but their faces have witnessed the long passing of time, 
some for well over a century.  

 
 
                                                                       Original platform clock still in operation at Central Station. 
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MELBOURNE MODEL RAILWAY SOCIETY 
 

PROGRAMME DECEMBER 2018  
JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2019 

 

Tuesday  Friday 
     
December 2018  December 2018 

4 Clubrooms closed  7 
Dinner at Tower Hotel 
Timetable 3 running 

11 Committee meeting
 

 14 
Timetable 3 running   

Theme: V/Line 

18 Clubrooms closed  21 
Social evening – running, Xmas 

breakup, supper.                

Theme – red & green locos 

25 Clubrooms closed  28 Clubrooms closed 

     

 
 
January 2019  January 2019 

1 Clubrooms closed  4 Clubrooms closed 

8 Clubrooms closed
 

 11 Clubrooms closed 

15 Clubrooms closed  18 Timetable 3 running 

22 Clubrooms closed  25 Timetable 3 running 

29 Clubrooms closed    

 
 
February 2019  February 2019 

   1 
Timetable 3 running   

Theme: Overseas 
change TT3 to TT4 

5 Clubrooms closed  8 Timetable 4 running 

12 Committee meeting
 

 15 Work night - Bryansford 

19 Clubrooms closed  22 Timetable 4 running 

26 Clubrooms closed    

 


